
Seek the welfare of the place where I have sent you…pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its                                                                                                       welfare you will find your welfare. Jeremiah 29:7

  GABON
Population:  1.8 million
Population Age: 60% under age of 25

Human Development Index Rating: 109
  (scale 1-188 highest quality of living to lowest)

Gross National Income: $7,210 per person per year
Life Expectancy: 66 years (64.7 M; 67.2 F) 
HIV/AIDS Prevalence: 3.6%
Secondary Education:  53.8%
Adult Literacy: 83%
Women in Government:  Of 20 ministers in previous cabinet, two were women (compared to U.S. 17%)
Child Marriage (under age 15): 6%
Female Circumcision (FGM): Prohibited by law  
Infant mortality: 44.1/1000 (U.S. 6/1000)
Number of Orphans: 14,000
Major Religions:  
Roman Catholic 42%
Protestant 46%
Muslim 6%
Other 6%
Government: Republic with 3 branches – 

Executive, Legislative, Judicial 
Internet Access: 8.6% of population has access
Population living below poverty level: 33.4%
Corruption Index: 117 of 180 nations 
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Economy: Gabon’s per capita income is four times that of most sub-Saharan African nations but, because of high income inequality, a large proportion of the population remains poor. Gabon relied on timber and manganese exports until oil was discovered offshore in the early 1970s. From 2010 to 2016, oil accounted for about 80% of Gabon’s exports, 45% of its GDP, and 60% of its state budget revenues. Fluctuating oil prices and declining production has hampered Gabon from realizing potential gains. GDP grew nearly 6% per year over the 2010-2014 period but slowed significantly from 2014 to just 1% in 2017 as oil prices declined.
Brief Political History: Following independence from France in 1960, El Hadj Omar BONGO Ondimba, dominated the country’s political scene for four decades. President BONGO introduced a nominal multiparty system and a new constitution in the early 1990s. However, allegations of electoral fraud during local elections in December 2002 and the presidential election of 2005 exposed the weaknesses of formal political structures in Gabon. After President BONGO’s death in 2009, a new election brought his son, Ali BONGO Ondimba to power. Controversies over his re-election in 2016 sparked unprecedented opposition protests. The election was contested, and another was scheduled but delayed. In May 2018, because of failing to organize the replacement election, the Constitutional Court dissolved the national parliament and called for the government to step down. Political uncertainty continues under an interim government still led by Ali BONGO.    
Presbyterian Church Involvement in Gabon: The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United States worked in Gabon from 1870 to 1913 until the Paris Missionary Society took over the work until 1961 when the Evangelical Church of Gabon became autonomous.
Challenges: Government corruption, poverty, HIV/AIDS and other diseases
                                                                                                                                     Pray as you are led. Please pray for the Tumekutana speakers, the Steering Committee, the delegates from Gabon and other women attending the conference.
Resources:                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Human Development Index 2016
CIA World Factbook 2018
Transparency International 2017
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